REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

1. Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the courtesy of a telephonic 
interview on August 18, 2004 between Examiner Stimpak, Primary Examiner 
Diaz, and Applicants' Attorney Jeffrey Klayman to discuss the Office action of 
May 19, 2004. 

During the telephonic interview, the parties discussed the Singh reference 
in relation to the Puram reference and the claims. Specifically, Mr. Klayman 
explained that the Singh reference is essentially an example of unilateral conjoint 
analysis as discussed in the background of the application, since Singh applies 
conjoint analysis only to candidates (not employers) in a job searching /recruiting 
environment. Mr. Klayman explained that the claims require that conjoint 
analysis be applied to both sides in a matching situation, for example, to both 
candidates and employers in a job searching/ recruiting environment. Mr. 
Klayman asserted that the present invention as claimed is not obvious in view of 
Puram and Singh because (1) Puram does not describe a bilateral analysis in 
which preference profiles are generated for both parties and counterparties for 
use in matching, and (2) there is nothing in Singh to suggest applying conjoint 
analysis to both candidates and employers to aid in matching. Mr. Klayman 
further asserted that the Singh reference is evidence of non-obviousness, since 
the authors, who arguably have at least ordinary skill in the arts of conjoint 
analysis and job searching/ recruiting, failed to recognize the benefits of applying 
conjoint analysis to both candidates and employers even while touting the 
benefits of applying conjoint analysis to candidates to aid employers in 
recruiting. 

No agreement was reached on allowability of the claims, although 
agreement appeared to be reached that neither Puram nor Singh, alone or in 
combination, teach or otherwise suggest applying conjoint analysis to both 
parties and counterparties in a transaction. The remaining issue regarding 
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allowability of the claims appears to be the term "conjoint analysis" itself. 
Primary Examiner Diaz expressed concern regarding the meaning and specificity 
of the term "conjoint analysis." Mr. Klayman asserted that conjoint analysis is a 
well-known methodology having a sufficiently definite meaning in the art. In 
support, Mr. Klayman pointed to articles and references relating to conjoint 
analysis cited in the specification, and also provided (as an example) a definition 
of the term from the web page www.questionpro.com/conjoint ("Conjoint 
Analysis is model and technique used to assess the different weights individuals 
place on the variables presented to them in a given purchase situation"). 
Agreement was reached that Mr. Klayman would submit a response including 
the arguments set forth during the telephonic interview and that the Examiner 
and Primary Examiner would further investigate the term "conjoint analysis." 

2. Applicants reiterate their assertions that (1) Puram does not describe a 
bilateral analysis in which preference profiles are generated for both parties and 
counterparties for use in matching and (2) there is nothing in Singh to suggest 
applying conjoint analysis to both candidates and employers to aid in matching. 

3. Applicants reiterate their assertion that "conjoint analysis" is a well- 
known methodology having a sufficiently definite meaning in the art. To aid in 
evaluation of the term "conjoint analysis," Applicants have attached hereto a 
print-out of the web page www.questionpro.com/conjoint and a print-out of the 
related web page www.questionpro.com/conjoint/ choice-based-conjoint.html . 
The former provides an exemplary definition of the term as well as a description 
of three primary conjoint analysis models (self-explicated model, discrete choice, 
ratings based conjoint). The latter provides additional discussion regarding 
conjoint analysis as follows: 

Conjoint Analysis is one of the most effective models in extracting 
consumer behavior into an empirical or quantitative measurement. 
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It evaluates products/ services in a way no other method can. 
Traditional ratings surveys and analysis do not have the ability to 
place the "importance" or "value" on the different attributes, a 
particular product or service is composed of. Conjoint Analysis 
guides the end user into extrapolating his or her preference to a 
quantitative measurement ... The goal of any conjoint survey is to 
assign specific values to the range of options buyers consider when 
making a purchase decision. Armed with this knowledge, 
marketers can focus on the most important features of products or 
services and design messages most likely to strike a cord with target 
buyers. 

4. Applicants reiterate their assertion that none of the cited references, alone 
or in combination, teach or otherwise suggest the claimed invention involving 
applying conjoint analysis to both parties and counterparties in order to derive 
preference profiles for the parties and counterparties and using the preference 
profiles to match parties and counterparties. 

5. All pending claims are believed to be in a form suitable for allowance. 
Therefore, the application is believed to be in a condition for allowance. The 
Applicant respectfully requests early allowance of the application. The 
Applicant requests that the Examiner contact the undersigned, Jeffrey T. 
Klayman, if it will assist further examination of this application. 



BROMBERG & SUNSTEIN LLP 
125 Summer Street 
Boston, MA 02110-1618 
(617) 443-9292 

1525C/00107 329782,1 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jeffrey. T. Klayman 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,250 
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